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Were this a science of so polluted a nature; that'a man could 
not touch it without contaminating his soul, it would begustly 


But where is the moral evil of studying what are the best lab 
and regulations to secure the virtue and happiness of a com- 
munity ? Is it because this subject is frequently agitated with 
- warmth, splits men into parties, and engrosses their time and 
attention, that Christians are forbidden to interest themselves 


is readily granted, and that Christians should endeavour to 
shun these evils, is also admitted; but then this only proves 
that Christians should avoid the ABusx of this science. But 
is it possible for us to engage in any subject that is not liable 
to be abused, and to become the occasions of very serious 
evils ? It has been debated, with much heat and asperity, whe- 
ther the Hebrew language should be read with or without 
points ; but who will day that on this account it is unlawful 
for Christians to study Hebrew? But we are told that there 
is something peculiar in politics which occasions party vio- 


lence and animosity; it particularly touches the prejudices 


and the interests of men, and requires more than an ordinary 
Share of forbearance and disinterestedness. This is most un- 


ians alone should interest themselves in politics, than that 
they alone should be excluded; because they possess in the 
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said that Christians should have nothing to do with politics, - 


in it? That politics may have had these evil effects upon men, 


2 doubtedly true, but it is far from answering the purpose for 
which it is brought forward; for it rather proves that Christ- 
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EY "pivot ieh ae: the en "required 101 is ved by 

| zom, that Jesus Christ and his Apostles, who stand as ex- 
f — to us, never engage in the political questions of their 
day, Of this we cannot be sure. All we have any certain 


knowledge of, is, that in the exercise of their public ministry 


they did not discourse on political subjects ; and I sincerely 
- wish that all teachers of religion would follow their example, 


But Jesus Christ and his Apostles were missionaries, travellin 
from place to place ; had they been settled in any country, 1 


is highly probable, that as citizens of that country, they would 


hare studied its political welfare. But still we are told that 

politics is an inferior subject, beneath the attention of Christ? 
3ans, who should be engaged in the higher concerns of religion. 
It is equally true that agriculture and geography are inferior 
zuhjects, but is a Christian, on that account, forbidden to cul- 


tivate the earth, or to Iook over a map? But it is not enough 


to contend that Christians May, for it is equally. true that 


| they over to interest themselves in politics. It is univer- 


zally acknowledged that a Christian ought to labour for the 
support of his family, but by all the arguments that support 
this, it may be proved that he ought also to labour in his de- 

gree for the welfare of his country. The object of politics i W 
the well-being of society, and who will say that Christians are 
not bound to attend to this? Who that knows any thing of 


Christianity, is ignorant of the peculiar obligations it lays 
upon us to attend to each other's, welfare? Permit me to 


remind those of my. Christian readers, who are sensible of their 

olitical duties, that the sacred character of Christian de- 
mands of them a more amiable and exalted conduct in their 
relation in civil life. But a just practice must always be pre- 
ceded by a right understanding of our duty. Without doubt 
the authority of Revelation has had considerable influence i in 


forming your political sentiments : But are you right in your | 


views of the Scripture doctrine of government! ?* To assist 
you in resolving this question is my design in lay ing before 
you these sheets. Had I gone more at large into the i inquiry, 
perhaps it might have been more pleasing and satisfactory to 
many. But it was my design to compress it into the space 
of a small pamphlet, which is best accommodated to the time, 


the patience, and the purse of the great majority, which will 


most effectually serve the interests of mankind, and gies me 
the best claim to the honourable title of 


A LOVER OF TRUTH. 


' SACRED 


ö 


]N passing through the walks of life which HL has 
marked out for me, I have sometimes met with occur- 
rences that have informed my judgment, and frequently with 
zuch as have awakened my anxious inquiry: One day of my 
life has become memorable to me, as it was peculiarly fruit- 
ful in incidents of the latter kind. | was walking in one of 
those vacant thoughtless moods, which too frequently beset 
me, when I was suddenly roused from it, by the noise of 
two disputants whom I had overtaken. The one was an 
aged man, who declared his firm attachment to the ancient 
form of Government under which his forefathers lived, and 
thought virtue, and veneration for antiquity, could not be 
Separated. He was severely inveighing against another, 
who affirmed, that inquiry had led him to prefer the more 
modern forms, which have obtained in America and France: 
He roundly charged him with opposing the authority, of 
God, and trampling on the precepts of Religion, which com- 
manded him to * Fear God, to honour the King, and not to 
„ meddle with those who are given to change.” The angry 
Democrat seemed startled and .chagrined at this attack, and 
feeling the edge of his antagonist's weapon wound him 
keenly, he was almost ready to leap into Deism to avoid its 
Stroke. Whilst I was deeply ruminating on this contest, 
my meditations were broken off by a scene, the perfect con- 
trast of the former; for here the patron of democracy was 
the assallant; he held in his hand the sacred volume, and 
with triumph in his eyes read aloud the disgraceful origin 
of Jewish Kings, and their character drawn by Samuel, 
whom he stiles the democratic judge: It was easy to see 
that this at once staggered the Aristoerat, and lessened his 
loves i 
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love, if not his veneration for the Scriptures. These thing | 
awakened a spirit of examination in my breast, and consi- : 
dering that both these political parties plead Scripture in 
support of their opinions, and claim for their favourite form 
the honour of divine appointment, 1 8 a ” 
examine the question--- | 


\ 


- Whether the ſacred Scripten PEE or hs ey 
preſcribe to us any Prom form of Civil * ö 
ment? 


But e 1 open 7" sacred volume, Gs” cover * 
face, trembling seizes my nerves; I blush for myself and 
for all the friends of revelation, to think, that while ma 
have raked up the ashes of Plato and Aristotle, to ſeam 
their decision upon the important science of Government 
none have been found, till now, to refer to the Law and the 
Testimony, to know which of the different partizans 'speak | 
according to their word. It is with trembling steps 1 enter 
on the unbeaten path, lest by my passions or my prejudices | 
I should be led astray. Oh thou Father of Lights, beam fortli 
A divine ray upon my mind, that thy precepts, which, tot 
upright soul appear written with a sun-beam, may be 
folded to my view, and the dictates of thy word be delivered | 
to the world uncontaminated by the channel through which 5 
they run! 1 doubt not that were I entirely ignoraſſt ot 
divine revelation, and my opinion were asked whethef 
supposed it would give any decision upon the subject before 
us, I should answer in the negative; for I should reason 
thus: „ Civil Government and Religion are two distinct 
„ Subjects; and a book may contain a complete system of, 
« religion which has not the most distant reference to poli +, 
cc tical government: I should therefore expect that the book 
„ of God would content itself with giving us a view of Wt! 
present duties and future hopes, and leave human govern. 
„ments to human authors.“ Though it must be confet 
that our most profound surmises, concerning what revelation 
_ might say, have but little weight in them; for the best e 
jecture we could make upon the subject, is, that a rh + 
tion would contain many things which we should never have 
expected : This is in a great degree exemplified in the i- 
quiry which we are now to pursue, for on searching into the 

sacred writings, we discover many things relating to civil 
Government. The chief part is contained in the. Scripture 
of the Old Testament. | ' 5 
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SACRED POLITICS. 


In the dispensation of religion which God gave to the J ews, 
it appears that he not only laid some restraints upon the civil. 


administration, but absolutely appointed of what kind the Go 


vernment should be. In all his proceedings with that remark- 
able people, he shewed an evident determination to keep them 
under his peculiar care; he treated them as one great family, 
of which he himself was the parent. Their place of abode, 


their forms, and place of worship; their food, their dress, 


their labours, and their recreations were all appointed by 
God; no wonder then that their form of civil Government 
was by divine appointment. Moses informs them that God 


had chosen them to be a special people unto Nimseif, 2 


all people upon the face of the earth. | 
Of what kind then was this Government "which God U 
blished among the Jews ? That it was not a Monarchy is evi- 


dent; for they lived under it for the space of 400 years before 


ever Kings made their appearance in Israel, and then the in- 


troduction of them is strongly marked as a criminal encroach- 


ment on the divine constitution. Neither was it an Aristo- 


cracy ; for though we read of the Princes of Israel at the 


departure of that people out of Egypt, yet when they came 
to be established in Canaan, under the divine constitution, 


we find no more of their authority. It was not an Aristocracy | 


of bjrth, or a government by hereditary princes ; for during 


the time of the original purity of the Jewish constitution the 


laws were not administered by the first-born of their tribesz 
but men of obscure families, and sometimes the youngest son 
of a family filled the office of Judge ; and when these died, 

it did not descend to their sons. The only instance of here- 
ditary $uccession to the office of judge of which we read, is 


condemned as a crime, and stands a blot upon the character of 
the venerable man by whom it was permitted. An Arjsto- | 
cracy of wealth it was not; for the Jewish rulers were far 


from being the wealthiest men in their tribes. Poverty fre- 


quently claimed a nearer kindred to them than riches. It is 


difficult to give an appropriate name to the Mosaic constitu- 
tion: It has been called by ecclesiastical writers a Tr x0- 
cRacy, which signifies a government by God; and this it 
certainly was. The whole nation was a church, and. the five 


books of Moses, which contained their religious system, con- 


tained also their civil code, though the priests had not the ex- 
ecution of the civil laws; that was committed to judges, cho» 


sen by the people “: All affairs ind exigence were deter · 


mined by God himself. : 
"eB 18, 19. bon 
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Now to faks” away the veil of eccleziapticat ter mz, An J | 
the Government of the Israelites entirely in a civil light;. Me =_ : 
way call ita Faepzxar ReyuBLic, bearing a near resemblance Wi 
to the United States of America, 'each Jewish tribe answef⸗ 3 
ing to an American state. Every tribe possessed full power 
within its own territory, and we frequently find all the men | 
of a tribe meeting together to determine affairs in the simple 
_ democratic form of Athens, as their small numbers would} 
admit of that, and they do not appear to have known die 
representative mode. The place where the Ark stoed was 3 
the centre of the Union, and there God himself presided | 
King of the whole nation, as Moses says: and he Win 
« King in Jeshurun when the heads of the people and de 
« the tribes of Israel were gathered together *.” 4 
The Jewish Monarchy now claims our attention. We | 
have already shewn that Kings were not originally appointed 
by God; how then were they introduced? The nations; 
which Surrounded Judea were governed by Kings Who Wers 
continually either leading their people forth to battle, br] 
dividing the | plunder torn from their conquered enemſes, 
Israel was dazzled with the splendour of the diadem of Edom, | 
Moab, and Philistia; grown tired of their own simple form 
of Government, they sighed after the wory: of a King, ahd | 
the splendid pomp of a court. I 
War! infernal war! had, we fear, a locke share in pi. 
_ ducing this revolution in the Jewish state. The sons d. 
Israel, corrupt and degenerate, saw with envy the rich polls | 
which the neighbouring conquerors bore away. from, tlie 
vanquished fue. Feeling that* the divine institutions under! 
which they lived: were by no means suited to this murderous 
trade, they raised the cry of treason against the divine con- 
stitution, and exclaimed, « Nay, but we will have a King | 
4 « over us, that we may be like all the nations, and that 
1 « our king may go out before us, and fight our battles.” | 
F Infatuz ted men! when ye beheld Moab or Philistia return 
1 ing in triumph, loaded with the rich spoils of gold, silber, 
and costly apparel, why did ye not turn your eyes to the 
field from which they reaped those fruits; there to beholt 
q the garments rolled in blood, the rending agonjes that tls. 
T8. tort the features of the wounded, and the. pale ghastly couli- 
b tenances of the numerous dead? Why did ye not listen 10 
the hideons clash of arms, the rattling of the mass chariotz, 
. the stalking of the furious steed, that crushes beneath his? 
4 iron hoofs the hopes, the pride of some venerable patent” 
i 8 Deut. xxxlii, $5 | | 
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| We 2 dying groans hy” be 
 slaughtered foe, which harrqw up the” Souls) and farm * Ci 
_ dreadful 7 to complete the dhgrus of bel Ob, that ye © 
bad gone forth to. view the c e ene vanquisbed, and 
there beheld, the bloomingdaught and the hoary sire coming 
out to meet the miserable rena of the routed —— - 1 
Would to God ye had seen the tender wifedartingher-piercing 3 | 
eye through. the ranks, in impat ient search after the husband (| 
of her youth; her breast palpitating with dread anxiety, hen 
cheek, robbed of the blush of health, become pale oY 
fear, while with. trembling; accents. she asks his fate! Al- 
though struggling with reluctance, they unfold th he. dreadful © | 
becret—-He is slain!“ Petriſied with. anguish she stands im- Ms "A 5 
moveable. The aged parent, who had followed with feeble 7 li 
steps, hears: the dreadful sound, and sinks beneath its Weight. | 755 2 
But the youthful widow. awakes. fromathe torpor into which - a 
her grief had thrown her; she wakes to remember her mi- 
sery; tearing her hair, and. beating her. aching breast, #he _ "SE 
sends up to the, God whom, she serves Her eee curses, 
and prays him td form them into thunderbolts, and with 
them to hurl down, swift destruction upon the murderers. 
Ve sons of Israel! had ye, when turning from these scenes 5 4 
of misery, called for the balances of the sanctuary, ns : 
poised them With a. steady and impartial hand, ye. war ro 
have found, that when weig ed against these aceunulated ; Ns * Þ 
evils, all the richest $poils. that war can possibly eee | 
are lighter thag vanity, and worse than nothing. 
But they stopped not to ask counsel either at the. er 5 
of reason or religion when they gathered. round Samuel their 8 
judge, determined to overthrew the divine constitution, ad - 5 oY 
to have a Kingat all events. The good vid man, fearing, nr. "vi 
their dislike was raised against him, went with sorrow do te- — 4 
port their strange demand to Jehovah; but the divine answer EY | 
relieved his mind; for God says to him, « Hearken unto. the _ Xt 5 AM 
« voice of the people, for they have not rejected thee, but j 
« they have rejected. me, that I should not reign over them.” 1285 . i 
But to convince them that they would not change their con- | 
stitution for a better, and that a heavenly King was infinitelß 
preferable than an earthly one, God commanded Samuel to it 
up the prophetic pencil, and to draw: the character of their 
future Kings. He begins with relating to them the disposi- 
tions which their monarch: would make for war. He will -- 
„take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his 0 
« chariots, and to be his horsemen; and some shall rununn 
« Gas his chariots . ond he "wall _—_ bim * over ©; i 
5 0 2 e «. thous _ 
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A Wo 4 « ATOM PO nd Grier fifties, 10 poke his instrument ö War. 
In peace he will take your daughters to be confectionaries, | 
24 ee and bakers ; he will take your maid-servants;' and 

your goodliest young men, and put them to his work; he 

will take the tenth of your seed, of your vine yards, and 

2 of your sheep unto himself; -your fields and your vine- 

* yards and your olive-yards will he Tolle, even the best of 

them, and give them to his servants. And thus Samuel 

concludes his warning, and ye shall cry out in that day be- 
cause of your King which ye have chosen you, and the Lord 
will not hear you in that day *. Gloomy prophecy ! Ah dut not 

were gloomy than its folfiment. N 

3 The Israelites unintimidated by these awful warmngs, een 

1 eee to ery out, © Nay but we will have a King; and 

| + | God'sceing them obstinately bent upon it, permitted it, But 

to 8hew' them that he gave them a King in his anger, soon after 


ö E the day of election, when the people were called together to 
'} dear Samuel's last address, God gave a visible token of bis 
8 ga 

displeasure. Though it was the season of wheat harvest, 


: when they enjoyed constant Serenity ; the heavens lowered 
and grew black; dreadfu} thimnders rolled above, the skies 
poured down torrents of rain, which threatened to destroy 
their future harvest, and caused them humbly to contess their 
guilt, saying, cc We have ACRES to all our sins this evil To ask 
us a King.” 
But the God of mercy did not cast off the Jews front being 
dis people, although they had cast off him as their King. It 
Was the original appointment that God himself should reign 
Eing in Israel, yet as they had determined to have Kings like 
the nations around, God interposed in the appbintment of 
them, that their Kings might reign under him, and thus the 
Theocracy be still kept up in a degree. It appears to be for 
this reason that the Kings of Israel were called 8 Lord's 
. anointed, and that the pious Jew dreaded to put- forth his 
hand to touch the Lord's anointed, because God still main- 
tained the sovereign authority in Israel; he appointed the 
Kings, and to remove them without his authority would be 
freason against God himselF. It is with regard to this als, 
that David is called « the man after God's own heart * the 
„ Sovereign choice was peculiarly discovered in placing him on 
a the throne, and when on the throne he appeared-more it thi- 
tf racter of God's vicegerent, by a remarkable zeal for the | 
3 Theocraey which he discovered on _ octaghons.. BY e 


„ 


— ; L ' 


ing the Scriptures we oball nd: that wh Sk David! is © ey 
the man after God's own heart, it is entirely with respect * 
the divine choice of him as King over Israel. From all these 
things it ars to be particularly. a Fewish precept, < Fear 
« God and the King, and jpeddle. not with those that are 9 
« to chang 8 | CRP 
I«shall 50 now follow the political history of the Je 1 Tis 
tothe destruction of their Monarchy, and their return from 
slavery in Babylon, till the ruin of their state by the Ko- - 
mans ; because whatever was good. in their overnment du- 
ring chose periods, Was virtually containe in the Mosaic * 
eondtitution, which we have. already examined; and What- | 
ever was 1ifferent from that divine constitution, was their 
crime, and not worthy our notice. But although from strict 
inquiry we are constrained to acknowledge the democratic 
nature of the constitution which God framed for the Jews; 
though we must.confess the extreme reluctance with which' EI 
God suffered them to have a King, and the marks of anger : 
which attended his election, and from all these things must 
admit that the strain of the Old Testament runs in favour of 
Democracy; yet let not the patron of Democracy pretend 
that his favourite mode of government can plead divine right ; -_ 
for none of all these things affect the present time, except the 
New Testament give some decision. The peculiarities of the 
Jewish .polity -neither could, nor were designed to be ex- 
tended to other nations; but Christians do not believe that | 
they are now binding/even upon the descendents of Abraham; SE 
we consider them abolished at the coming of Jesus the Mes- 7 . 
siah, and that he broke down the middle wall of partition 195 
which Separated Jews and, Gentiles, so that there is now « no+ 
« more Jew nor Gentile, Parbaciail, Scythian, bond nor free, 
ce but Christ 18 all and in all.“ So that he who seeks to esta- 
blish a democracy now because God originally established that 
form among the Jews; he that preaches. the divine right of 
Kings, and declares their persons to be inviolable, because 
David was t e Lord s anointed; and he that would have set 
up a High Priest of the family of Aaron, because Israel had 
one, all rank equally high, in the scale of folly, and stand 
equally far from the point of truth. But T hasten to resolve 
the original Jae from the doctrine of the N EW TESTA- 
MENT, a TS: 
On entering: this field, at the first glance we perceive that 
there i is less to be met with on the subject of civil govern- 5 
ment than in the Old Testament: the number of the precepts 


$cattered here and there i is o small, as to lead us strongly to 
* 1 l suspect 
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8 . ect is lere left TIO” That 
New Testament does contain some passages that have A, po- 
1 Titical relation cannot be denied, although their number be 
1 Small: my business is now to decide whether these are .c 
such a nature as to dignify any particular form of g wern- 
ment with the title of A divine 1nsTITUTION ; and thus po- 
 "gitively'to prescribe the political conduct of all tböse W 
lobe and revere the sacred writings. Few I süppose will 
dissent from me, when I observe that since the passages that 
relate to civil government are but few, these ought to be un- 

-  equivocally decided, in order to ans wer such important pur- 
e R . shall now extract all those passages of the New 8 4 

5 . that have a political relation, beginning, with the | 
ospe e's; : 

1 It 38.4. tile. remarkable, that in all the fol Evdogettity- 
teuere is but one passage which preseribes any political duty, 
And this is given by the three former in nearly the same words, 

ä « Render 4 berefore unt Cæsar the things that are Cesar'; a, and 
* unto God the things that are God's.” To examine 'the 
connection in which a passage of Scripture stands, is one of 
the first means we are to use in order to discover its design; 
and an argument that derives its weight from the general 
scope and connection of a passage, must always be allowed 
to possess considerable force. e that refuses to admit of 
this argument, but breaks off a text from its connection, ta 
Graw a particular meaning from it in this unconnected state, 
is either weak, and ignorant of the nature of the scripture, 
or, (which is more probable). wicked, and has: some Party ; 
purpose to serve by it. 

Now to proceed to the consideration of. this patconzes in the n 
Gospel. Luke informs us that Jesus had been delivering 
some parables, which with the keen edge of truth wounded 
the guilty consciences of the Pharisees, who always disliked 
him, but were now raised to an extreme Pitch of batred | 
against him. They resolved either to ruin bis credit with 
the people; or tg expose him to the stroke of the Roman sword, 
that either way they might prevent him from continuing to 
-unmask their hypocrisy. They sent forth some Pharisees toge- 
ther with the Herodians, that they might catch him in his 
words. With deep-laid craft these men proposed to him a 
question, in answering which, they concluded he must in- 
fal libly be caught by one or other of them: it was concern. 
ing the tribute which the Romans had exacted from the Jews. 
The Herodians were the time-serving tools of Herod, the 
88 governgy ; _ maintained that the Jews — i 
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hated by the people. The Pharisees were strenubus sup. 
ment to the law of Moses, and insisted that it was not lawful 
to pay tribute, for which they stood high in the popular esteem. 
These two parties, though at a great variance among them- 
selves, join together to enznare Jesus; for hell-will always 


+ 


coalesce to oppose heaven. / They say unto him., * Mater; 


« the Roman Emperor, or not?“ Now, says the Hervdiatt - 
within himself, if he shall reply, No, it is not lawful; then 1 
will accuse him to the Romans, as one that denies theif aus 


thority, a preacher of sedition, and thus he will be appre⸗ 


hended. The Pharisees say, if Ne shall answer, Yes, pay the 
tribute; we will say to the people, « Behold here your new 
« prophet, whom you almost thought was the Messiah come 
« to deliver you from bondage, endeayours to rivet your 
« chains, and preaches passive obedience to the usurpation of 
« the Romans” What answer then will Jesus give to this 
crafty question? Why certainly not such an one as will suf 
fer either party to gain their ends. But yet, strapge to tell! 


the answer he gave has often since been quoted, as à dom 8 


mand to yield implicit obedience to all the commands of these 
who are in power: as if because Jesus said, Render unto 
Cæsar the things that are Cœsar's, therefore we are to-:render 
to Cxsar every thing he requires of us. It is certain that if 
either the Pharisees or the people had understood him seo 
the one having exactly gained their ends, would have trinmph- _ 
ed over him, and the other would have despised and 'hated - -_ 
him. But Jesus gave no such slavish precept, neither dic 
he return an answer, of which either party could take held? 
dut escaped them both by declining the question in & man- 
ter worthy of himself. He dismissed them with inculcating -_ 
the broad rule of justice, Give to every one bis due. So that 
when Jesus said, Render unto Cœsar the things that are 
Cæsar's, nothing more was meant, than give to Cætar what 
you ought to give him. Thus the people understood him, 
for they still continued to love and revere him; and thus it 
i evident both Pharisees and Herodians understood him, for, 
completely chagrined at his having escaped their share, 
they went away, and from that day durst ask no more 
questions. VVV 
Some may object that Jesus came to be our teacher, and 
ne may expect that he will instruct us in our duty, with re- 
dard to this point, I answer, that Jesus came to be our 
| | „„ + | teacher 
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| edible: true, but it was to teach bene pee 65 0 
and of those (truths. necessary to our acceptance with him! 
he came to lead men to heaven, and he was not to bs 


* 


thee, go thy way, sin no more. When Christ asked the wo- 


5 man „Lord, was not true; in every other sense of condemnation, 
as censure, reproof, private judgment, every one who brought 
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stopped in his en by the "RAE 5quabbles that relate only 


e Bf de 
If. it be objertet, that ts ao 1— ee giving an * 


| gwer $6: this: question is charging him with a meanness un- 20 


worthy of him; I would reply, that not only dur own rea. Ml bc 
Lon, but other examples of Christ's conduct, prove that i 
is not unworthy of Win I refer to the instance of the wo- 


& on taken in adultery." „ where the conduct of our Lord, an 


is in many respects similar to his behaviour in this affair Wl © 
of the tribute - money. If we refuse to allow that heb 
declined answering the original question, when he said to the pr. 


woman, Neither do I condemn' thee, we must flatly assert W 5: 


that he sauctioned adultery ; but from such a supposition wel for 
turn away with abhorrence,. The Pharisees. in this instance 00 
also Sought to draw Christ into a snare; they wished him ta by 
take upon him à judicial authority, that they might ache the 
him to the Romans. When they brought the woman, and . 


asked him to give judgment upon her, he at first , received Ml the 


them with silence; when they continued to press him to gie «y 
Judgment, he cried aloud, Let him that is without sin among tti 
« you, cast the first stone at her.“ He then stooped down, Milf de: 


While all the Scribes and Pharisees, convicted by their own WM * 1 


consciences, went away. Jesus raising himself up, and seeing l 
only the woman before him, said to her,“ Woman, where are 
« these thine' ACCUSET 5, hath no man condemned thee ?*” she 
$aith; «No man; Lord;” thensaid J esus, „Neither do 1 condemn 


man, „ hath no man condemned thee * he certainly spoke, and 
she certainly spoke, and she certainly understood him to speak of 
a legal and judicial condemnation; otherwise her answer, No 


her there had condemned her. Therefore when Jesus said, fort 
Neither do I condemn thee,” he certainly meant, it is not Ha! 
my business to pronounce or to execute the sentence of the itte 
law; and when he said, Go thy way, sin no more, he in effect N T 
told her she had sinned already. As it is evident Jesus here, Bl dag 
avoided answering the original question, and equally 1 teet 

: fs e 


to every virtuous mind that he by no means sanctioned 
tery ; so all the ah a Ore this, wil — 
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od hat when meh Render. unto Cœsar 5 inge rs. „„ 
or (WW Cz5ar's, he gave no decision Up the suhject, but only gave | 
be general precept of equity. He that will maintain that 
gly WI /esus here commanded us to yield implicit obedience: to all! 
ue mandates of any existing authority, must be contended - ' |. | 
an- to admit, that in the other case we have cited he allowed 
un- adultery. But save me, Oh Tm from e Bonny 27 
rea: bolding either of these opinions! || 0 0 
t it lt is xrue that some interpreters of scripture, who in gene- 
vo- nl deserve great deference, have given another turn to the 
"rd, zus wer of en „Render unto Cæsar the things that are 
Fai WY Cæsar's. But if in other parts of the scripture they | 
be WW have been very exact in giving the just meaning, it does not 
the prove that they have also in this. Is it not high time to 
ert hake off the last vestige of Popery, to examine all things 
ve for ourselves, and to yield implicit confidence and assent to | 
nee if vo man? We will now consider the meaning that is given „ 
to by some to the passage in dispute. When the Pharisees asked ' , 
use the decision of Christ, he said, „Why tempt ye me ? 'shew = 
ind i © me the tribute money; they brought unto him a penny #4 
red WY then said he, whose image and superscription is this? they 
ive ay unto him, Cæsar's. Jesus replied, Render unto Cesar the 
dug things that are Cæsar's; by which commentators have un- "2 || 
derstood: Jesus to argue thus, © by receiving Cæsar's money 
you acknowledge the Roman Government, and therefore 
„you ought to pay tribute to it.“ Admitting this to have 
been his meaning, though I think the former arguments ! 
have advanced incontestibly prove it was not, yet when this 
z admitted, it can prove nothing more, than that Jesus de- 
cared we ought. to yield a certain portion of our property to 
the support of the Government under which we live. Anek 
vho will deny that this is a precept both just and reasonable? 
This passage then proves nothing in favour of any particular "if 
mode or form of Civil Government, because the precept. of f 
rendering support, will: equally apply to. all the different 
forms of government that can be established in the world. | 
Having considered the Gospels, 857 Epis tles now demand our 
attention. 5 
Paul's Epistle to the Romans contains an important pas- 
zage on the subject under consideration; it is in the t hir 
teenth chapter, and runs through the seven first verses. „Let 
* every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there 
* is no power but of God: the powers which be are ordain- 
ed of God. Whosqever therefore resisteth the power, re- 
8 isteth the ordinange of God, and * _w_ resist shall 

| ce receive Wy 
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terror to good works, but to the evil... Wilt thou“ then 
8 ; t not be afraid of the power; do that which is good, and 

. thou shalt have praise for the same: for he is: the minister 

of God to thee for good. But if thou do that Which 1a 

„ evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for 

ub uuhe is the minister of God, a revenger to- execute wrath 

3 & upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be 

1 4 auhject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. 

| For this cause pay ye tribute also, for they are God's mi- 

| & nisters attending continually upon this very thing. Ren- 

_ « der therefore to all their dues, tribute to whom tribute is 

f , due; custom to whom custom; ; fear to whom ene 

„ to whom bonour. 

From à close attention to the Whats: of en passage from: 
ether particular passages, and from the whole strain of serip- 
ture in general; I am deoidedly of opinion, that Whatever 

'- the Apostle here says is concerning Civil Government in the 
abstract view of it, without any regard to the various modes 
and forms of which it is susceptible: so that when he affirms 
that the powers that be are ordained. of God, and that who- 
over resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God; 
he simply means, that God has ordained that men should not 
live like bears and wolves in a wood without law or rule, but 
that civil authority i is the ordinanee of God. To prove this, Wl 
the Apostle goes on to describe the ends for which God has | 

| established Civil Government in the earth; and these are ends | 

4 worthy of a God That terror might deter the evil worker, 8 

1 and praise reward the good. When Paul says, Rulers are 

. not a terror to good works but to the evil; when he affirms, Wil 

ill that if men do good, they shall have praise of the power; Wl 

„ when he calls it the minister of God to us for good, and a | 

5 revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil, who can | 

doubt but he is speaking of civil institutions in general? Who, 6 

4 can for a moment imagine, that by the powers that be, Paul 

means the then existing authorities of Rome, te which he ; 


— 


1 > 
2 9 — 


ö articularly writes? Could he be thought by the Christian 
i F to mean the powers that they were under? Surely 
they could never imagine the description the Apostle give) Wl « 
to Res been a picture of their Nero or Caligula; neither can 0 
be we suppose them to be meant by this description, unless it 
* were by a master-stroke of irony; but without doubt the 
TI» Apostle looks at these debauched blood-thirsty monsters with 
Wb: too much horror to be greatly disposed to irony. When 


* had * an account of the design of civil 8 
ments 


A valuable illustration of the whole paszag 
rived from an attention.to the time and peqple 


nion out of the hands of t 10 


* 


7 1 5 
2 2 — 5 ö — ta : 1 
's : * 4 8 * - _ 5 
SAckzED POLITICS. 5 17 
a. * £ * 0 . 4 4 *% 5 


B 


nents, Auen who te protect ß neger vixtye, ap]. 4p get 
press and 


anioh vice, he draws this conclusian, that he that 
rezisteth ghall cecejye .to himself damnation, gr copdemng- . 
tion; and surely he that resisteth such an wholesome institu- 
tion will richly deserve condemnation from both God and an. 
Thus when he had pointed out the necessity and Es 
of Civil Goyerament, and reminded. us that God had or- 
dained its existence in the earth, the Apostle lays it down as 


49 


| cur duty to pay tribute. For this cauee pay ye tribute algo : 
for they are Gad's ministers, attending continually upon this 


very thing. And what reasonable man, will deny, that if 


certain persons attend continually upop our congerns, al 
employ all their time and talents to promote our welfare, 


* 


they ought to be paid for it. 


for which jt 


was originally written. At this period the Gogpel was 
making its entrance into the world, and; Christians aly be- 


lieved that it would make a rapid progress, and spread exten- 


sively through the earth, as the- gvent proved. Rome, to 


which this Epistle was sent, was at that time under the do- 


minion ef some of the most jnfamoys of the human. race. 


The Christians then in Rome might naturally be jnelined to 


say,“ That Gospel which we have lately received, and which 


has had such powerful effects upon the temper of our souls, 


„is spreading through the world; surely God is now about 

« to place righteougness on the throne ; to give the domi- 
of | of thoge who hate him, unto bis 

« gervants and friends; can it be right in us to pay tri- 

« bute towards supporting in vice those who h rule? 


We know that such thoughts have entered the ming 8 of men 


in latter times, who imagined that dominion was founded jn 
grace, and that the man of the greatest piety had the greatest 
claim to civil authority. To extinguish such false and dan- 
gerous, though plausible opinions, the Apostle says to, the 
Romans, „Let every soul be suhjeet to the higher powers; 
Think not of casting off your obedience to them. «© The 
„ powers that be are ordained of God; that is, the present 
civil authority which is established in the earth without any 
connection with the church. = a | „ 
Such a view of the passage accounts for the fifth verse, 
Therefore ye must needs be subject not only for wrath 
* but for conscience sake. Le are not to submit to civil 
authority merely because ye have not power to resist, and 
re afraid of the vengeance that will follow disobedience, but 
5 ö 6 ve 


"4 


„ N telle vOLRPNNG, 
Fe at are to be Tubject” for coflbsience sake; radiwing that evi 


nithority, entirely unconnected With 455 "colisMerition* 'of 
religion, is God's e and therefore Sbedicnce't to the 


11.8 85 * 


our duty. 1 th 
Fe From de wh ole” it. is eden that this passage of the New 
Testament ades not fayour any Particular Torn e 
It contains ngthing in favor of Monarchy ; becaus Kings 
1 "are not mentioned m_it.. If any Shou d ins gine th Ku 
| B's meant, because Paul speaks in the didi, And says be 
od the minister God for good, and be beareth not the SW 6 rd 
in v vain, 1 would remind them that the Apostle refers to the 
proceedinig word power, and merely ersonifies it; 80 that 
; this minister of God cannot excluslve|, y mean Kings, unless 
Kings alone have power. Neither can this passage be Presbed 
: into the service of any sther form of govefnmeft; | "Decause 
it will equally apply to any government that is A terror to 
vice, and a reward to'virteſe, aud such government alone have 

[8 l - reason to glory Ri.. 
1 The next passage of a political relation with which Ye 
1 meet, is in the Epistle by Paul to Timothy, tlie four first 
| verses of the second chapter. 1 exhart elrefere that the 
Ez 4 first of all, supplicatigns, prayets, intercesslons, and giving 
of thanks be made for all men; for Kings and for all that 
« are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and A peaceable 
« life in all godliness and jonesty. For this is s good and ac- 
"WE" ceptable in the sight of God our Saviour, who will have all 
« men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the 
« truth.” From the conclusion of this passage, We learn 
1 __ what are the blessings which we are to-implore for Kings and 
419 for all that are in authority---that they may be saved, and 
| come to the knowledge of the truth. This Apostle! had often 
' declared, that not many mighty, not many noble, were called 
Wi to a true acquaintance with the — but” that God had 

14 , 5 

w Though I am convinced it is not strictly pursuing the zubjett, yet can 
not help expressing my surprize and indignation at the frequent perversion o 
this passage. Because the Apostle says, he that resisteth shall receive condem- 
nation, his words have been abused to enforce passive obedience to every des- 
11 tie measure. But who is there that has the effrontery to aſfirm that because 
1 the scripture forbids me oppose one who is the minister of God for good, 
1 therefore I must silently submit to the tyrant who is the minister of Satan for 
| r Surely the friends of tyranny and the preachers of passive qbedience mus! 
Have felt themselves sorely in want of 8criptural support, when they fled to a 


passage t that describes the administration of virtue and justice in order to en- 
force submission to a government of vice and oppression. As well might the 


4 2 
* 


; 1 * you in the right path, and therefore you must not turn away from ws who 
Bi * would plunze you down a . 75 


\ 


chosen 


8 | have said, & the scripture commands you to listen to the man who would lead 
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Wu chosen the poor, of this, world, rich in faith, and beirs of the 
of heavenly kingdom; büf lest Christians should think that 
t is rich men and Kings were excluded from salyation, and thus 
tom their 1 45 they are my difected to pray for all 
ew men, Kings inc oat because this 79 BY dod and acceptable in 
ent, the sight of Go our Saviour, who will Have all 1 men te be 


saved, and to come to the Knowledge of the truth. It may . 


ny 

as be objected, that we are commianded to pray for Kings and 
s be those in authority, that we may lead a quiet and'peaceable 
ord life in all godliness.: and honesty. Well, grant it so; what 
the can be more effectual to procure for the ore: a quiet and 
that peaceable life, than to bring their rulers to the knowledge of 
less the truth, that is, to make them true Christians'? For he 
ed that possesses the mild and peaceable spirit of a Christian, 
use . must be strongly inclined to promote peace in the world: 2 
r to and as for godliness and honesty, he that does not strictly 
ave practise them himself, and diligently promote them i in others,” 


is no Christian, whatever his profession may be. 
Some of the advocates for a Monarchical government pre- 
tend that this part of scripture speaks in faveur of the con- 


the tinuance of Kings; because if there be none, they cannot be 
/ihg prayed for. But if this precept” enjoin the continuance'of 
that Kings where, they are, it equally enjoins the setting of them 
able ip where they are not. hd I suppose few will be inclined, 


upon the strength of this text, to go to America, and there | 
contend for establishing a King, that they might obey the 
divine command, by praying for, him. But an impartial eye 
will easily per eive, that the Apostle lays no such peculiar 


and WI emphasis on Kings; but the ptecept is, indiseriminately for 
and . Kings and all. that are in Authority, . that 18, civil rulers of 
ften whatever king they may. be. This, as well as all other pre- 
led cepts of the Sacred vofume, 'recommends' itself to sound 


reason; for what can be dre reasonable, than to have a pe- 

culiar concern Tor the interest of those who are in situations 
0 

peculiarly im portant, and nich. demand e wisdom and 


can- 

on of fortitude? bo 

e The Epistle to Titus tontains the next passage of political 
cause tendency : 75 Put them in mind to be subject to principa- 
on *lities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready to 
— d every good work.” But I shall not insult my reader's un- 
0 2 derstanding, by. taking pains to prove that the Apostle here 
rg Speaks of Civil Government simply considered, without any 
| lead. regard to its various modifications. I only observe that it is 
bo very similar to that part of the thirteenth chapter of the 
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fear, honour to whom honour : and in this Epistle, Peter ih. 
 atructs us more particularly in the same duties, « Honour all 
« men, love the brotherhood, fear God, honour the King.” 
It is observable here, that Christians are directed to honoiut 
all men, as well as Kings; though by Kings being partiru- 
larly mentioned, we may fairly conclude that somè pecbliar 
honour is intended to be given them. The Apostle points 
out the different affections of mind with which we are fo fe- 
gard all those to whom we are related. We are to hofiour 
all men, according as their various excellencies in s0ciety 
1 make them worthy of it: the brotherhood or our fells 
Vi Christians, as they are servants and friends of the same God, 
| nnd disciples of the same Saviour, should engage our affec- 
tion; love the brotherhood : considering the infinite dignity 
of God, his righteous and supreme authority, we are to fe- 
verence and fear him: since Kings and Governors are the or- 
dinance of man for the execution of the laws of Society, 


ache has thought them worthy to be invested with that bo- 
nourable office; therefore, according to the divine comthan 
ef rendering to whom honour is due, we are to honout 


4 


1 . 
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* Verses 13, 14. | + verse 17. 
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King. And any tolerablei degree of good conduct in the 
office, will always secure to a King the honour of the virtuons'. 
ib e t TORY 
But let us not forget that this text of scripture merely com- 
mands us to honbur the rufer who is the punishment of evil - 
doers, and the praize of them them that do well. Whit a 
man, though he may retain. the name of King, becomes profi- 
gate and vicious, tyrannical and blobdthirsty, he is no longer 
what the Apostle describes by that name, the ordinance k 
man, for the execution of the laws, and the protection and en- 
couragement of virtue; no, he is the plague and detestation 
ef man, the destruction of the laws, and the ruin of virtue 
consequently the character being changed, our duty is chang- 
ed, and it is now 4s much incumbent upon us to detest this 
man, as it formerly was to honour him. Let as, in the name 
of truth and reason, recollect that the scripture commands 
us to honour those only to whom honour is due. God never 
tan, he never does command us to do any thing that is either 
impossible or unreasonable ; and that it is not only unreasen- 
able, but absolutely impossible to hotiour a debauchee, a ty- 
rant, ora murderer, is too evident to need proof ®. 
Thus have we gone through all those passages of the New 
Testament which contain either doctrines or precepts of a p. 
litical relation; and notwithstanding all that ignorance our 
craft have done, in order to shrowd them in darkness, by theit 
own native light and evidence we have been guided by this 
hne non oO ene, GO IT 
That the New Testament does not prescribe or 
_ anction any particular form of Civil Government. 5 
It is now in vain for one to contend fora Democracy in which 1 
the people rule without a King; because such a government 
was originally appointed amongst the Jews: And equally in 


90 rain for another to plead in behalf of Monarchy ; because Kings | 
a, reigned in Israel, and were called the Lord's anointed. To 5 
95 be sure, of two bad causes, thę former has the best; because he 

'6- * ſt may not bean i mproper appendix to the explanation of these texts, to 

r- remark that in the language of the seriptures, as well in present use, the word 

nd King, frequently means nothing more nor less than Civil Government; in 

I Proef of Which I adduee the 61h verse df the 15th chapter of the book of Fudges. 

3 j In those days there was no King in Israel, but every man did that which was 

id right in his own eyes.“ Here it js evident, that by a King is meant Govern- 

le ment in general, because it was for want of this that every man did that Which 

2 vas right in his own eyes. Things were not in this confused dieo | 


7 need digordered po] 
al the time they had no kings, but during the administration of Samuel 


ers of the Judges, the laws were strictiy and impartialſy executed, 
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7 government onde to de 4 ee in, the brevent: more mo 
cause they. imagine the Old Testament favours it. The deci- 
_ sion of the Old Testament on this subject, is of no conse- 
quence to us, unless that decision were confirmed by the New 
Testament: But if we would open our eyes to see It, the 
New Testament, in its general scope, and in several express 
passages, has made it evident that all the peculiarities of the 
Jewish state, whether civil, or religious, are now abolished. 
In Christ the throne of David was translated to the heights of 
heaven, and all the sons of Aaron and their sacrifices vanish- 
ed, when Jesus offered up himself as an atonement for the 
sins of the world. All that, we haye now to do with the &-, 
vil government of Israel, is: to profit by. the example, it affords 
us, learn its excellencies and defects, and make a better if we 
can. The New Testament gives no more directions concern. 
ning civil government, than to point out the necessity 'and de- 
sign of it, lay down the principles of justice upon which it 
our be founded, and then enforce support. and obedience to 
From a review of the whole, we may safely challenge all 
4 interest or partiality may prompt to the work, to to come 
forward, and pfove, if they can, that the sacred script ure en- 
| | Joins either. Monarchy, Aristocracy, or Democracy. And 
i thus have we discovered, what we might naturally have expect- 
ed, that God, in the volume of revelation, holds forth to us a 
sacred torch, which, though it casts some rays of light around 
1 on many other suhjects, is: intended chiefly to guide the err- | 
md - ing steps of the sons of n men N that path Which e to 
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Although it appear that revelation does not interpbee Its 
authority absolutely to appoint any particular form of go- 
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11 vernment, it will be exceedir.gly serviceable, in order to com- f 
1 plete our investigation of the subject, to W ( 
10 -Th what kind of Government the. Scriptures i mot 
4 incline ? VVV eee 
k ” If there be i in the world 3 e established 0 
1 16 


differing. widely in their foundation, their principles, and 


their tendency ; some being founded upon conquests, others 
on 


© 
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on corn some on reason, and others on superstition; the 


bo pee ory one l Ne and 2 87870 while others have | 
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regions while others have as" i tron” a ace to este ; 


them; is it not highly reasonable to conclude that the vo- 
lume of divine inspiration will, in its general strain, or legiti- 
mate consequences, ineline in favour of one or other of them? 

Before we proceed to a more particular examination, it is 


necessary to observe two things. First, The Scriptures" lay 
down, with the Jleartjess' of light, the grand inviotable prin- 
ciples'of truth and justice; and with the authority of Jeho- 
vah, apply them to all persons, things, times; and" circum - 
stances; consehuently,' that government which in principle 
and practice has the greatest regard to truth and Justice, has 
the highest claim to divine approbation, as conveyed in the 


scriptures. Second, The sacred writings give the fullest aud 
most satisfactory account of the moral government of God, 
which is a g Verhment of justice and benevolence; they hold 
it upto our view; and propose it to our imitation; so that 


the Scriptures are most decidedly in favbür of that govern- ; 


ment Which is' most like God! s. But I proceed to inquire, 
in a more partieular manner, 70 what form of r r the 
scripture inclines 

With respect to the Old Westin we OL already in a 
great degree anticipated the question; but still there remain 


some things necessary to be considered. In addition to the 


* 


leading argument in favour of a democratic government, 


drawn from the original appointment of God, and the displea- 


sure with which he suffered the introduction of Kings; it has 


also been urged, that through: the whole of the Old Testa- 


ment, God speaks with greater respect and approbation of the 


Fovernment by the Judges, than of the Monarchy afterwards 


established. In the prophecies of Isaiah, where God is pro- 


cast him, amongst other things, he says, „ And I will restore 


© thy Judges as at the first“; strongly indicating, that the 


restoration of the ancient Judges would be a valuable blessing. 


mising' to raise Israel from the ruin into which his sins had 


Ofa similar tendeney to the foregoing, is a passage in the book 


of Kings. Speaking of the passover, one of the greatest rites ot 
the Jewish œconomy, Josiah is related to have celebrated this 
feast in a remarkably#pious'and solemn manner; and the sa- 
_ writer observes, „ Surely there was not holden such a 
passover * the days of the Judges that ie Israel, 


2 Chap. i, ab. 
« nor 


« nor rin all the days of the. Kings of Israel, nor of the King 


Aghtened by the pure rays of revelation, we should have seen 
no glory in these things; for in other parts ef seripture they 
Are condemned, and are among those stains in the characters 
. of good men, which the pen of inspiration so faithfully te- 
cords. Others have imagined. that the Old Festament in- 


$ackjD rotäries . „ 


. of Judah *,” We should haye imagined that in the 5 


of gome of the Kings, and especially of David, the Jews 6 
' tended to their religion with the greatest strictness; but e 
ate forbidden by the faithful regard of the men of God, who 


xssuxe us that in the time of the Judges, and not of the Kings, 
religion was most regarded. Many years after the reign of 


Saul, God, by the prophet Hosea, reminds the Israelites, that 
+ he gave them a King in his wrath, and took him away in his 
anger. Through all the prophetic books, we shall find that 
| Whenever inspired men were sent to denounce judgments 
_ against Israel or Judah, the Kings and Princes had the first and 


the heaviest share. Though all these things gannot possibly 
prove that we are now forbidden to have Kings, yet they have 


deen urged by some, as forcible reasons why we should be 


unwilling to admit them, and rather prefer the democratic | 
mode of rent, which the Ol Dent 80 $frongly | 


Favours. - 


The 9 for a monarchical government have pleaded 
that the scriptures proelaim the great glory of the reigns of 


David and Solomon. This is much to be questioned. It is 


true that the scriptures speak of a vast accumulationof gold 
and aver, of. horses and of chariots. during the reigns of these 


Princes; but it is the weakness and vanity of our minds, and 
not the scripture, that has attached the glory to them. The 


sacred writers simply relate that these things were $0, and 
Jeave us by other parts of scripture to determine in what 
Tight they are to be viewed. Had our minds been more en- 


«lines in favour of Monarchy, because of some prophecies 
that relate to the future state of the church. Isajah says of 
Zion, „And Kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their 
„Queens thy nursing mothers f. Now it is asked, How 
are Kings thus to foster and guard the church, if there be 
none? But it may be answered, That if we insist thus on the 
existence of Kings, we ought equally to plead for their 
Queens; for they also are mentioned in the prophecy, and $0 


we must believe, that in the time of the church's prosperity, 


there will be no royal bachelors or widowers. But let us 


| lor ever discard this unworthy practice of straining the words 


ng Kings wad. 7a. -+ I:aiab, xlix, 23. 


of 
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of seripture, th serve A purpose. Nothing more ean fairly be bf 
| inferred from these words, than that during/ the time of the 
great glory and felicity of the church, the governments of the. 
world shall be most highly favourable towards religion. * 
hesitate not to say, that firmly. believe this prophecy to be 
now fulfilled in the Government. of America. That Govern- 
ment is the first that ever has existed in the world, since the 
Gospel was preached, which has acted as it ought towards re- 
ligion. It has done for religion, all that true religion asks 
Civil Government to do for it, which is to let it alone. All 
other Governments. have been to Christianity, either a dag - 
ger, a chain, or a olog. They have either stabbed it with per- 
gecution, fettered it by a connection, with the state, or sunk 
it to the ground by a load of pretended favours; and never | 
have they been greater enemies to religion, thaw when they: | 
have killed it with kindness. _, + „„ 
The New Testament now awaits. our investigation, to Jigs 20 
cover to what kind of Government it gives the honour of its 
preference. Let us consider how.it teaches us to look upon 
men in general. It first takes us by the hand, and leads us to 
the garden of Paradise, points us to our great progenitor, and 
reminds us, that God nas made of one blood all nations dwel- - 
ling upon the face of the earth; and that we are all children. 
of one great family, It then bears us on the wing, and mount- 
ing aloft, places us by the eternal throne of God: looking 
down from thence, we find that all the lofty .dignities of | 
titles, wealth, or. power, have vanished, and we-see all the sons 
of men sunk to the level of creatures; all equally subject to 
the divine Government, and equally dependent upon the 
bounty of him, with whom there is no respect of persons. 
It teaches us that no flesh can glory in the divine presence; 
but as all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God, 
so all must be indebted to the sovereign grace of the, Rez 
deemer for their restoration, That Government which most 
accords with these impartial views of man, best agrees with 
Christian scriptures. | 

How does the New Testament teach us th eetetm men? 
Not as rich and poor, high and low. Esteeming men for 
such things as riches and titles of honour, is by the sacred 8 
writers called, respect of persons, and under that name is 
severely condemned. Thus James addresses Christians, 
My Brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. For it there 
* come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in good- 
a ly apparel, and * come in also a poor man, in vile rat- 

| | "= Ces, 


* — <> === wo vo —— . 
* - * 


> O'S place i is the mere possession of wealth considered sufficient 


— — — oy norig — — 
. Bob eG A ————— 3 ü Err > 9 — 8 
8 » — = 2X 22 1 2 8 * 2 a 2 e 1 * 
— — 1 k - * — 
* 1 8 e - — > 5 1 — 8 * 
0 6 "II "me: - - — — ute eee 

a "IE ©" * FI — — —— 

—— N 5 8 W 

ö . —— 


— 
_— 
— - 
Dr 


— 


Mey 
e 
2 


2 


— 2 - == RAPID gy. — a 
e Y . — — = 
WIS ide BSgp pag} 12 oth — 8 Togo oo . FOE 
8 1 — ar - 
_ N _ - 3 ” * 2 . 2 . 
— , l 6 
— — 1 — 
22 —— rr — — — 
— 3 4 S . — 
ww" * tra” 2 — 4 93 


x * 


„„ 8 n 
26 . SACRED POLITICS. „ 


t ment; ; d ye have respect to him that weareth BU gay 
* clothing, and say unto him, sit thou here in à good place, 
c and say to the poor, stand thou there, or sit here under my 
er footstool : are ye not then partial in yourselves, and are 
« become judges of evil thoughts? If ye have respect to per- 
4 sons, 5e commit sin, and are convinced of the law. as trans- 
e gressors “. Through the whole of the New Testament, 
the poor are spoken of with the highest respect, and in no 


to entitle a man to esteem. This is the place, where wealth 
and power cannot profit the vicious man; and where poverty 
is no blot upon the character of the virtuous. It is to the 
good qualities of the soul that the scriptuses attach esteem. 
That man who does not esteem, love, and venerate a pure and 
humble believer in Jesus, though clothed in rags, more than 
wealthy Nabob destitute of virtue, is no Christian; though 
he might redden with anger if he were denied the name. From 
these things we must readily admit, that the New Testa- | 
ment inclines strongly in favour of that Government, what» 
ever may be its name and form, in which the poor are taken 
from the back ground of forgetfulness and contempt, and 
brought forward to be held up to view as important and fe- 
spectable; where virtues, and not riches, place the laurel on 
the brow, And that Government which casts contempt upon 
the poor, and neglects the virtuous, has the greatest reason te 
dread being tried by the touchstone of revelation . 
The man in whose heart are enstamped the heavenly pre- 
cepts of the Gospel, and who lays a just claim to the honour- 
able name of Christian, has been brought to a thinking turn of 
mind. The existence, character, and government of God; 
the doctrines and precepts of the scripture; the temper and 
workings of his own heart; the state of man in the world; 
* the prospects of futurity; ; are all subjects that engaße the 


* James, ii. 1, 2, 0 9 -- 

. Governments of oppression are as contrary to the spirit and dictates of the 
scripture, as light to darkness, or as heayen to hell. Both the Prophets of the 
Old Testament, and the Apostles of the New, join in thundering out the heaviest 
condemnation against those who oppress the poor. ©: For the oppression of the 
c poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will 1 arise, saith the Lord; I will set 
« tym at safety, from him that puffeth at him.” „The Lord will enter into 
« judgment with the ancients of his people, and the Princes thereof; for the 
56 spoil of the poor is in your houses. What mean ye that ye beat my people 
5“ to pieces, and grind the faces of the poor? saith the Lord of hosts.“ Goto 
< now ye rich men, weep and howl for your miseries, that shall come upon 
* you, Behold, the hire of the labourers who have reaped down your fields, 
„ which is of you kept back by fraud, crieth : and the cries of them which have 


*% reaped, entered into the ears of the Lords of hosts. 
| : constant 
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constant attention of this man: and he is never more in the 
character of a Christian, that when he is in a state of mental 


exertion upon some worthy and important subject. Since 
Christianity teaches her disciples to reason olosely upon the 


right and the wrong, the good and the bad of every thing 


that Government has most reason to glory i in her approbation, 
which will most freely admit of thi investigation. The man 
who has been used to examine the Government of God, brings 
something of the same spirit of examination into the Go 
vernments of men; and unless he be imposed upon by deceit, 
will immediately condemn every thing contrary to virtue, 
justice, and benevolence. From these things it is 80 ob⸗ 
vious, as scarcely to need being mentioned, that Christianity | 


casts contempt upon a bigotted adherence to precedent ; be- 


cause an implicit compliance with the precedents which our 


forefathers have established, at once stifles the breath of in- 


quiry, and puts out the eyes of examination. There is an 
end to all that investigation which the New Testament 80 
much encourages, when once we deem it sufficient to say, 
„Thus our forefathers acted.” Christianity made its way 
into the world by a centinued opposition to precedent. It 
told men, that it was not sufficient to profess that religion 
which had been handed down to them by their ancestors, al- 
though it had been matured by the wisdom and experience of 
many preceding generations. Every new convert to the 
cause of Christ, by forsaking the religion of his forefathers, | 
declared it to be his opinion, that principles were none-the F 
better for being old. Peter esteemed it an honour to Chris- 
tians, to remind them, that They were redeemed from 
„their vain couvernation, received by tradition from their 
« forefathers.” 

Another effect which the. Gospel has upon the heart into 
which it enters, is to inspire a hatred and contempt for- 
Slavery, and a love and veneration for liberty. It blows the 


| trumpet of Jubilee through the earth, whose silver sounds 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and freedom to -those who 


are bound with the fetters of darkness. It is true, this is 
entirely spiritual, and regards only the soul of man; but it 
should not, on that account, be thought to have nothing to do 
with our subject. This language of the New Testament 
begets a certain turn of mind in the true Christian; it teaches 
him to look upon slavery as something base and shameful, 

and to consider liberty as something good in. itself, and 
worthy to be esteemed. This will have a strong, though 
ulent effect upon his disposition towards other things; and 
D 2 he 
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"he will always feel a Government of freedom more gone 
with his spirit, than the fetters of despotism *. 
What Government is most favourable to Christianity: | 


The ' infidel will reply, © A Monarchy, without doubt ; for 
„„ Priests and Kings must go hand in hand.” Be it 80. 
| Christianity knows no Priests, except, as the New Testa- 
ment says, all the disciples of Jesus are Priests, to offer up 
spiritual sacrifices. But as to any particular order of men, 


who preside independent of the people's choice, are support - 
ed without their good- will, and who assume a dominion over - 


the understanding and conscience, they no more belong to 


Christianity than do the Brahmins of Hindostan. The 
Christian Church has, Ministers, or Pastors over particular 
societies; but these are no more contrary to the spirit of a 


thorough Democracy, than lecturers on mathematics or philo- 


sophy. That Government has most reason to glory in the 


approbation of the New Testament, and is most favonrable 
to Christianity, which avoids any connection betw een Church 
and State. My kingdom, says the divine author of our re- 


ligion, is not of this world. There is a certain something 
in the religion of Christ (which, by the way, may be rank- 


ed among the evidences, for its divinity), that it is remark- 


ably unfavourable to a State connection. Whenever the 
sacred flood has been turned into this channel, it has always 


stopped its course, and, forsaking the golden soil of an esta- 
dlishment, has broken from under ground, and perhaps branded 


with the name of some despised sect. It is the pride and the 
glory of true religion, to pass through the world without de- 


z filing itself with the dust of the earth; but to connect it with 
the State, is, to use the expressive language of the scripture, 
| loading it with thick clay, which offends its purity, and im- 


pedes the progress of it to the land of bliss. | 
Of what. kind would” a Government be, if formed thr 
the model of the Christian Church? Whenever I speak of 


Christians, or Christianity, I wish to be understood, as 


speaking of such as are described in the New Testament: 
and by the Christian Church, I mean a Church formed ac- 
carding to scriptural directions, and not after the decrees of 
councils and fathers. Popes, Councils, and Emperors, have 
busied themselves in erecting an edifice, which they have 


Paul says in one e of his Epistles, a Art thou called ben a Servant ? care 
c nat for it. But this does not controvert my assertion; for it is evident, 


from the connection in which the verse stands, that the Apcstle means, Let 


« jt not be a matter of over anxious concern: the vices you receive by the 


called 


correspond with the modern thi 
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called Christian, dut which was no mere like to the temple of 
Christianity, than the Caaba of Mahomet. Now when Ispeak 
of a Government formed after the model of the Christian 
Church, my readers will not expect me to plead for an Em- 


peror, to answer to the Pope; or for a lordly nobility,” to 
gs called Bishops. Phe 


different names given to the Ministers of the Christian Church, 


have been a matter of much dispute, and much more than 


it was worth : if we forget the names, and search for things, 


we shall not find in the New Testament those gradations off 
Honour and authority, which some would have us believe to 


be the institutions of Christ. 


The different appellations of 
Minister, Deacon, Presbyter, Pastor, convey no idea of 
priestly authority, but rather intimate subordination to the 
people. Even the Apostles, who were appointed in an ex- 


traordinary manner by Christ himself, aspired to no higher 


honour than to be“ the servants of all men for Jesus sake; 
according to the precept of Christ, « He that would be the 
„greatest among you, let him be your servant.“ It was a 


well known maxim in the primitive Christian Church, vox 
populi, vox dei; $0 that the people's choice was the Bishop's 
presentation; their esteem, his authority; their affection, 


his support; their salvation, his crowi ; for mitres and tythes 
are no part of Christianity. From these premises, which 


are derived from the scriptures, we conclude, that if a Civil. 


Government were to take its form from the Christian Church, 
no man would be acknowledged as the supreme head; heredi- 
tary authority would be unknown; there would be no power 
or authority independent of the people; honour never would 
de attached to titles or wealth; and purity of heart, ap- 


pearing in uprightness of conduct, woulT've' the only e 


of esteem. 


It may be brought forward, as an ee ede to this demo- 


cratic view of things, that the Christian Church has a King; 
that Jesus reigns upon the hill of Zion. But this is not the 
smallest objection; for the regal authority of Jesus is essen- 
trally different from that among men. Jesus has infinitely 


more strength, wisdom, and goodness, than all his subjects 
put together; and therefore has a reasonable claim to su- 
It is much to our advantage that he should 


preme authority. 
reign, for he is not supported at our expence, but we at his; 
the blessings of redemption which we receive from him are 
$0 great, that gratitude and affection should seat him on the 
throne. But all this can afford no shadow of reason why 


a 


We should place upon the throne, one to whom we are under 
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no obligations, who is a creature feeble and igngnayt Hed out; 


selves, who must be su pporied by our Jabour, and defended 
by our courage. | 4 
Having considered the. Church of Christ at WESY Jet Ve 
now. view the complexion of an individual Chris tian Assem- 
_ bly. As we approach the sacred place, we are struck with 
- the simplicity of the building; for utility, and not pomp, 1s 
the order of its architecture. We remark, the poor man on 
entering lays aside his poverty, which bowed him to the 
ground, and when he steps within the, sacred threshold, we 
ee him rise to the honourable rank of BROTHER. Crowns 


and scepters, ribbons and stars, are all thrown in a promis- 
cuous heap before the porch ; for Emperors have here no 
higher dignity than that of believers in Jesus, and brethren 
of the saints. As we enter, we observe that the strong pil- 
lars which support the dome, have each their several inserip - 


tions written on tables of brass. On one we read, Uxirv, 


« Ye are all one in Christ Jesus; on another, FRATERNITY, 
« All ye are brethren ;”* on a third, LIBERTY, Christ hath 
« made you free; a fourth has inscribed on it, EguaLiry, 
« There is neither Greek nor Jew, Barbarian, Scy thian, 
« bond nor free, but Christ is all and in all.” We. discover one 


presiding in the assembly, but he is their minister or servant; 
not called to the office for his wealth or dignity, but for his 


wise and zealous attachment to the Saviour whom they serve. 
It is true he delivers to them their rule of faith and obedi- 
ence; but they are not the notions of his own brain, to 


- which he demands their assent, but the dictates of the divine 


word, to which he is equally bound to give his own assent; 


and the precepts which he inculcates upon them, lay with as | 


great, and even greater weight upon himself. The whole 
assembly now Joins in raising to the skies the praises of their 
redeeming Lord, and every soul feels himself equally bound 
to aid the general harmony. But if an intercourse with a 


perverse world has fastened in the breast fof any a notion 


of superiority over his brethren, such ideas are swept away 
as by an overpowering deluge, when the assembled worship- 
pers bow before the eternal throne of God ; for here they all 
Sink to the level of suppliants ; all join in the same confessjon 
of apostacy; and all acknowledge the same obligations to 
divine mercy and beneficence. As all equally feel the level 


ling influence of confession and prayer, so are all alike ex- 


alted in the engagements of adoration and praise. The man 
whose lofty soul holds with tenacious grasp the little distine- 


scene; 


von: of on or fortune, beholds at a We this noble 
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aeene; oth having satisfied his curlosity, W away from it 
out. WT with an air of disdain, cursing the meanness of those wo 
ded WM trample under foot their dignity thus to mingle. with. the | 
MW iulgar herd. But he that has learned to form a just estimate 
t us Nor dignity, views the scene with rapture, casts away thegilly, 
em- baubles with which prejudice bedecks her votaries, and hastens 
vith to join the amembiy, that he also ny n in the highest 
„ is stile of man. 5 0 
on Would we wish to 8 1 1 of Chelstian po- | 
the Wl litics, in order to determine which way Christianity inclines  -—- 
we must take a view of the political character of Jesus 


3 
Wns. Christ himself, the great author of the system. His entrance |; 
nis- into our world, though attended with acclamations of heaven, N 


was followed with the frowns of a court, and the enraged 

blast of a tyrant's poisonous breath. When he returned - 
from the early exile into which the storm of despotism hal 
driven him, still haunted by the same tyrannical influence, 55 


TY, be was forced to turn aside to the country from which he 
TY; aterwards received the {opprobrious name of a Nazarene. | 
ath The station which he hs} in life, was not that of grandeur, 


still more to swell the inflated breast of pride, and perpe- 

tuate the tyranny. of the great; no, he chose to rank with 

the indus trious mechanic, to elevate the poor from that de- 
basement into which they had been unjustly thrown, and 

for ever after to ennoble honest industry. When, in pur- 


VE, Suance.of the great objects of his mission, he began to in- 
di- struct and heal mankind, he asked neither Priests nor Kings 7 
to to sign his commission ; ; at which the-Scribes and Pharisees 


being enraged, haughtily demanded, ««By what authority doest 

thou these things: but he disdained to satisfy their of- 

fleious inquiry. In travelling to dispense the words of wis- 

dom, and to perform the works of mercy, it was through the 

lower walks of life he passed, that the poor might feel the 
salutary influence of his doctrine and miracles. Though he 

refused not to stretch forth his healing hand over more ex- 

ated patients, yet they must submit to the same terms with 

the meanest; a Centurion must come and ask him as well as | 

a beggar. He paid no court to Kings; for while Herod for a - 


1 

al long time desired to see him, Jesus refused to wait upon him; 

jon and for his contemptible duplicity, he stigmatized him with 

to the appropriate name of a fox. He strenuously set himself 

el- against the abuses of his time, although they were the abuses 

* : ef men in power. From the day that his holy zeal purified 7 


the temple of Jehovab, we have. seen trading Priests, who 
moles. 
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* . of godliness, branded on . forehead ith the | 


- wa of thieves. © WET: 


But this inflexible Rebates ina ot Lentz ** auff | 


| A t large. The rude arm of violence soon seiszed film | 
under the double pretext of having offended against Church 
and State: like righteous Naboth, charged with blaspheming 
Sod and the King. The apprehending of him was the work of 
wieked priests, yet they craftily shunned the odium of it, by 
delivering him up to the civil power; and thus made the 
_ Romans the tools of their infernal purposes. Though now 
we behold Jesus as an arraigned criminal, yet we cannot dis- 
cover in him the smallest relaxation from his usual firmness 


and dignity; he refuses to ans wer all the useless questions of the 
Roman Governor, and flatly charges the priests, his aceusets, 
with their own crime. We find that in those days jarring 
despots could coalesce to sacrifice reformers; for Pilate and 
Herod, who were before at variance, were made friends by 
Joining together in the unjust treatment of Jesus: Pilate, 
at a loss to know how to decide upon the accusation of Christ, 
sends him bound to Herod; and Herod, when he found that 


Jesus would neither offer incense to his intolerable pride, nor 


work miracles to satisfy his vain curiosity, insulted him by 
arraying him with the mock. meien of royalty, and Sends 


kim back to Pilate. 


Now the whole body of Chief Priests, Scribes, and Pla 


risees, excite the people to-join with them in raising against 


Christ the cry of $edition,---« He stirreth up the people; 


they add to it the charge of freason - He is an enemy to 


« Cxsar.” This last accusation decided the affair; for he 
that is not Cæsar's friend, however righteous, must fal 
Czsar's victim. The Priesthood triumphs. Jesus is cruci- 
fied. And those very men who should have taught the peo- 
ple, from the dictates of religion, not to insult over a suf- 
fering criminal, themselves join with the crowd in loading 
him with reproaches; saying, « Thou that des troyest the 
<« temple, and buildest it up in three days, save thyself, and 
« come down from the cross: he saved others, himself ht 
« cannot save. Thus died Jesus Christ the righteous- 
Religion's friend, but the priest's enemy; a blessing to the 


people, though an offence to the rulers. In his life, thougl 


he stopped not to weave a garland to adorn the -temple of 
Liberty, yet we' observe him smile upon it as he passes, 
At his death, he looks down from the cross, and by his from 
for ever shrouds i in infamy the —— castles of Superstition 
and tyranny. - | : 9 
5 . Us 


Thus 88 a close examination of the sacred volume, we + 


affirm, that while it does not absolutely prescribe any parti- 
cular form of Civil Government, but leaves it to our choice, it 
insists that justice be the firm foundation, whatever may be tnje 
form of the superstructure; it teaches us to esteem and exalt 


men for virtues, and not for wealth, and thus raises the poor 


to a level with the rich; it encourages free discussion upon "A 


the principles and practice of administration: it casts contempt. 
upon a bigotted attachment to precedent; it recommends 
zimplicity in the mode of Government, and is unfavourable to 
the establishment of an individual as the a head of a 
community. | 3 \ 
From the whole we conclude, ce That OW Scrip- 
tures incline strongly in favour of a well- ordered 
DEuocRAcx. 


Learn then, ye despisers of revelation, who pride your- _ 


selves on an attachment to the noble cause of Liberty, ne 


longer to reproach the scripture as the book of Gothic super- 
struction, the supporter and shield of priestcraft and kingcraft. 


Ye may reply, We have been taught to conceive thus of it 


ce by the men who are appointed to enforce its doctrines, 

« since they are continually thundering out their anathemas 
« against all who refuse to render unto Cæsar the things that 
« are Czesar's.” But had ye acted. upon your own avowed 
principles, ye would have said, « This is but the interpreta- 


« tion of a hireling priest, Wes reason have I to depend upon | 


« it ? I will search the scriptures for myself, and know what 
« really are its political doctrines.” - But no; for.once ye 
will take the word of a priest. Permit me to ask, Why so 
little candour towards the Bible? Can it be because ye think 
the Bible is uncandid towards you, in condemning, without 
distinction, all your favourite vices? Had ye searched care- 
fully the sacred volume, ye might have stored your quiver 
with many a piercingarrow against opposing Kings and Priests. 
Ignorant of the real dictates of scripture, and unacquainted with 
the true spirit of Christianity, ye are fighting against ye know 
not what. Ye little suspect, that to the torch of Revelation 
ye are indebted to that blaze of light which now surrounds 
You, and in which ye s0justly exult. But had ye turned 
your eyes to the historic page, ye would have found that it 
was when the Bible lay chained to the gratings of a monas- 
tery, that ignorance spread abroad her gloomy veil, and tyran- 
ny Stretched out its iron sceptre over an enslaved world. 
Le would have seen and confessed, that the scriptures, emerg- 
. E ing 
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I 3 ; Be" i, Fe wol 8e acknowledged; that the system of Church 
| fe RD 2obernment, framed by John Calvin, was the first and pu Irest 
15 stem of representative Democracy with Which the 2 

Was ever hlessed. Know then, that Christianity 80 far from 
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Ing; from the chambers. of the east. The Protestant reform 
2 Je "cM have revered. as the first champions and aposties 
| nd, if. with an impartial eye ye had examined. 


* N 
9 _ . 


| being afraid to meet; is herself the author of the age of res 
son. She is not, as ye imagine, kept alive by the fostering 
hand of an establishment; no, she droops and sickens while 
1 to a state connection. When, by divine aid; her 
health is restored- and invigorated, with indignant force she 
Shall burst these bonds, and mounting her auen of light, wilt 
aͤrtwe with rapid course to the most distant lands; and never 
stop till she has illuminated every dark recess of the spacious 
globe. The owl-eyed despot shall recede with trembling! 
from her piercing rays, whiie the glowing patriot. shall, ex. 
ulting, hail the joyful day, and celebrate in one grand festival, 
the triumphs of Reason, of Freedom, and of the Christian Res 
velation. Animated by the precepts of the Gospel, the son 
of men shall execrate the fields of blood: and, regolved ta 
learn the cursed art of war no more, they will meet together 
1 des troy its instruments; turning their attention to the 
peaceful employments of rural life, « They will beat their 
Swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks, 
The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
lie down with the kid; and the ealf, and the young lion, and: 
the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them.” And 
the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie 
down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And 
the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the 
weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice-den. They 

shall not hurt, nor destroy, in all my holy mountain; for the 
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the we 
cover the sea. | | 
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